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iNtroductory NotE by r. E. ocKENdEN

“I formed this collection during the 
years following 1979, using some of 
the money I had obtained from the 
sale of my collection of Cromwellian 
coins and medals.

At first I collected all Azores stamps 
and postal stationery, but after visit-
ing the Azores in 1981 I decided to 
restrict the collection to the island 
of Faial (Horta). Most of the items I 
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obtained cheaply, because there were 
only a few collectors in this field. I 
hope that one of my descendants may 
be sufficiently interested to keep this 
collection, and perhaps even add to it. 
An elementary reading knowledge of 
Portuguese would certainly be useful, 

but is by no means essential. There 
are no stamp dealers in the Azores, 
although there must be a few stamp 
collectors. I corresponded with one 
for a time, Sr. Ricardo da Costa, but I 
have not heard from him since 1987.”

pHoto 1:  1984 June 4th Part of large registered envelope sent to R.E.Ockenden by Ricardo da Costa.
The stamps and registered label 9900 HORTA are postmarked c.d.s. AEROPORTO DA HORTA 4.6.84.

sourcEs

Many of the items in this collection 
come from the following societies or 
dealers:

Portuguese Philatelic Society. The 
only British society.

International Society for Portuguese 
Philately, Box 3229, Syracuse, NY 
13220, USA. Predominantly Ameri-
can, it is the best society of its kind. 

It holds postal auctions from time to 
time.

Manuel Albuquerque, 15 Edenham 
Way, London W10. Stamp dealer. No 
longer active.

Joseph Albert, P.O Box 1034, Hend-
ersonville, N.C.28793, USA. Holds 
postal auctions for Portuguese postal 
stationery, usually six times a year.
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Faial (formerly spelt Fayal) is one 
of nine small islands in the North 
Atlantic ocean, discovered by the 
Portuguese between 1427 and 1452. 
Before that time they were uninhab-
ited. The islands are: S. Miguel, Santa 
Maria, Terceira, Graciosa, S. Jorge, 
Faial, Pico, Flores and Corvo. They 
have always been considered part of 
Portugal.
Faial is about 22 km long by 15 km 
wide, with a population of 17,500 
(Population in 1839 was 24,000). It 
was called Faial from a tree, formerly 
abundant, Myrica faya. The island is 
volcanic, and there was an eruption as 
recently as 1957/58, half burying the 

village of Capelinhos. Mark Twain 
amusingly described a visit to Faial in 
1867 in Chapters 5 and 6 of The Inno-
cents Abroad.
The chief town of Faial is Horta 
(population 7500), a small town 
with a fine harbour. Rather confus-
ingly, “Horta” was also the name of 
an administrative area which covers 
the islands of Faial, Pico, Flores and 
Corvo.
Faial now uses Portuguese stamps, 
but from1868 until 1931 these were 
generally overprinted “AÇORES”. 
However, from 1892 until 1906 Faial 
had its own stamps, printed with the 
word “HORTA”.

faial  – prEfacE

http://www.enciclopedia.com.pt/images/faial7.jpg
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The first postal organisation in Portu-
gal was established as early as 1520, 
but no official marks were put on let-
ters until 1799, when the Portuguese 
government took over the postal 
administration. From that time letters 
had to be marked with the sender’s 
post office and the amount payable 
on delivery. Letters from Portugal 
to the Azores, if sent by Portuguese 
ships, went by maritime post, start-
ing from 8th April 1798. Letters sent 
to Portugal from the Azores were 
marked with the word ILHAS by the 
Lisbon post office.

Until 1853 the following were the 
only official post offices for the 
Azores: ANGRA, FAIAL or FAYAL, 
FLORES and S. MIGUEL. Faial was 
stamped in black, blue or red.
The number stamped or written on 
the letter indicated the amount in réis 
to be paid by the recipient – 40, 60, 
80, etc. The postal rates were com-
plicated, being based on a combi-
nation of weight and distance. As 
far as the Azores were concerned, 
the minimum postage (for ½ onça or 
14.25 gm) was 40 réis.

faial – Early postal sErvicEs

pHoto 2: 1838 Letter (folded paper) from an American sailor in Faial to his sister in New Bedford 
USA. c/o James Wody (?). Stamped ‘SHIP’ and SPT (?) 28(?) in red. From the PHILIP Parker collection 
auctioned at the Galeria Filatèlica de Barcelona, 19th October 1993, Lot 241.  62 pounds sterling.



 John Ockenden 345

Until 1879/80 the only post office 
for Faial was at Horta. After that 
date there were a number of small 
post offices, but little is known about 
them, and some probably never had 
a postmark. Most of the information 
given here is taken from the follow-
ing sources:

Portuguese Post Office lists, 1909 
and 1980
P. R. Barata, Estaçōes dos C.T.T., 
1978
D. L. Gordon, Post Offices of the 
Azores up to 1910 (Portu-Info, 
1983)
S. S. Washburne, Circular Dates-
tamps of Portugal and Adjacent 
Islands (Portu-Info, July 1988).

AEROPORTO DA HORTA In 1980 
list. Circular datestamp (c.d.s.) com-Circular datestamp (c.d.s.) com-
mon.
AREEIRO Not in 1909 list. In 1980 
list. 20 km from Horta. c.d.s. known 
(Gordon).
CALHETA (FAIAL) I cannot find 
any place of this name in Faial. Wash-
bourne mentions a c.d.s CALHETA 
(FAIAL), but I believe it is a mistake. 
(There is a straight-line cancellation 
CALHETA, but it is from Calheta de 
Nesquim in Pico).
CAPELLINHOS In 1909 list. Not 
in 1980 list. No postmark known.

CAPELO In 1909 (Capello) and 
1980 (Capelo) lists. 18 km from 
Horta. MS. cancellation known 
(Gordon). c.d.s. known, but requires 
confirmation (Gordon). Washburne 
says CAPELLO (HORTA).
CASCALHO In 1909 and 1980 lists. 
Near Cedros, 22 km from Horta. No 
postmark known.
CASTELO BRANCO In 1909 list 
(Castello Branco). Not in 1980 list. 
c.d.s. known.
CEDROS In 1909 and 1980 lists. 
c.d.s. known.
FETEIRA In 1909 list. Not in 1980 
list. c.d.s. known (Gordon and Wash-
burne FETEIRA (HORTA)).
FLAMENGOS In 1909 list. Not in 
1980 list. A Flemish settlement in val-
ley near Horta. Rare early postmark 
known, illustrated by D. L. Gordon 
in Strand Stamp Journal, June 1961. 
Straight-line cancellation known – 
c.d.s. known (Gordon and Wash-
burne).
GROTAS Not in 1909 list. In 1980 
list. 6.5 km from Horta. No postmark 
known.
HORTA Main post office. Early and 
modern postmarks common.
LOMBA DO PILAR Gordon men-
tions this as a post office in Faial, but 
I think it is more likely in Terceira. 
There is also a LOMBA (HORTA) in 
Flores (Washburne).

post officEs iN faial
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LOMBEGA Gordon mentions this 
as a post office in Faial, but I think he 
is mistaken. Not mentioned by Wash-
burne. No Postmark known.
NORTE PEQUENO In 1909 and 
1980 lists. 23.5 km from Horta. No 
postmark known.
PASTELEIRO In 1909 list (Pastel-
leiro). Not in 1980 list. A district of 
Horta. No postmark known.
PEDRO MIGUEL In 1909 list. 
Not in 1980 list. Postmark PEDRO 
MIGUEL (Hta) mentioned by Wash-
burne.
PRAIA DO ALMOXARIFE In 
1909 list. Not in 1980 list. A coastal 
village near Horta. c.d.s. known 
(Gordon and Washburne).

PRAIA DO NORTE In 1909 and 
1980 lists. 23 km from Horta. c.d.s. 
known.
RIBEIRA FUNDA Not in 1909 list. 
In 1980 list. 26 km from Horta. c.d.s. 
known.
RIBEIRINHA In 1909 and 1980 
lists. 10 km from Horta. c.d.s. known.
SALÃO In 1909 and 1980 lists. 14 km 
from Horta. Postmark not known.
SANTA BARBARA In 1909 and 
1980 lists, but probably in Pico, not 
Faial. c.d.s. known (Gordon and 
Washburne).
SANTO AMARO In 1909 list. 
Not in 1980 list. Probably in Pico, 
not Faial. c.d.s. known (Gordon and 
Washburne).

pHoto 3: 1982 View card showing a typical Faial windmill. Illegally postmarked CEDROS (FAIAL) 31 
SET 95 (??).. Not sent postally.
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In 1982, acting on a suggestion 
from Ralph Ockenden, Ricardo da 
Costa visited some of the smaller 
post offices in Faial (Cedros, Ribeira 
Funda, Praia do Norte and Ribei-
rinha) and discovered that they still 
had their rubber stamps for cancel-
ling mail. These could not be used 
legally, since they were officially 
withdrawn, but he persuaded the post 
officials to postmark the cards in this 
collection. They should all be dated 

20th July 1982, but in three cases the 
dates appear to be quite random. The 
Cedros mark is 31st September 1995, 
indicating that the official had a sense 
of humour!
Ricardo da Costa repeated his experi-
ment in January 1984, using self 
addressed envelopes, and obtained 
better postmarks from the same four 
post offices. Since then the rubber 
stamps have been removed to Horta.

pHoto 4: 1984 January 20th Envelope illegally postmarked to order RIBEIRINHA – HORTA 20.1.84.
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The following were the basic rates, in réis:

To the Azores and Portugal

  Printed matter Postcards Letters
1853 1 July 10 — 25
1861 1 October 5 — 25
1878 1 January 5 15 25
1880 15 October 5 10 25

To European countries

1853 1 July  Various according to country
1876 1 January 15 — 50
1877 20 December 15 25 50
1879 1 April 10 20 50
1898 1 July 15 25 65
1904 1 January 15 25 50
1905 1 March 10 20 50

post officEs iN faial

The rates to countries outside Europe 
were higher until March 1905. The 
rates to Portuguese colonies were the 

same as to Europe until 1886, when 
they were reduced. The above rates 
remained in force until 1912.

first postal rEform – 1853

In 1853 the Portuguese government 
decided to introduce prepayment 
of postage by means of adhesive 
stamps, a system begun by Britain in 
1840. This was called the First Postal 
Reform. The Azores was divided 
into three postal districts, called 
Direcções: ANGRA (for Terceira, 
Graciosa and S. Jorge): HORTA (for 

Faial, Pico, Flores and Corvo): and 
PONTA DELGADA (for San Miguel 
and Santa Maria). The adhesive post-
age stamps had to be cancelled with a 
number corresponding to these divi-
sions: 48 for Angra; 49 for Horta; 50 
for Ponta Delgada.
There were two different types of 
cancellation for Horta (Faial).
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The first, used from 1853 to 1869, 
had 19 bars, 8 of which were broken. 
The second, used from around 1860 
to 1869, had 11 bars, 3 of which were 
broken.
Examples of these cancellations are 
shown below.

TYPE 1  Cancellation with 19 bars, 8 
of which are broken. There 
are two slightly different 
forms of the numerals.

TYPE 2  Cancellation with 11 bars, 3 
of which are broken. There 
are three different forms of 
this cancellation. The third 
is very rare, and appears to 
have been used for only a 
few months in 1869.

The photocopies above are from an 
article by Rainer Daehnhardt in the 
Portuguese Philatelic Society Bulle-
tin, No. 97, November 1986.

pHoto 5a: 1853 D. Maria II 25 réis blue ISPP
auction New York 1986 8 US dollars (4 pounds 
sterling).

pHoto 5b: 1855/6 D. Pedro V Smooth hair 50 réis 
green. Postmarked 49. Ex Pearson ISPP auction 
Florida 1990 50 US dollars (26 pounds sterling).
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pHoto 5c: 1862 D.Luis I 50 réis blue-green. Post-
marked 49. ISPP Auction Florida 1990 Lot 247 55 
US dollars (28 pounds sterling).

pHoto 5d: 1868 D. Luis I 100 réis dull purple. 
Overprinted AÇORES. Postmarked 49. Bryne 1987 
67 US dollars (35 pounds sterling).

pHoto 6: 1855 September 20th. Letter on folded paper from Horta to Lisbon, franked with D. Luis 25 réis 
imperforate, cancelled ‘1’ with dots. Stamped ILHAS in black on arrival in Portugal. The sender was 
Manuel Alves Guerra, whose blind stamp appears on the top left hand corner of letter. Paulo Dias auction, 
Lisbon 7th May 1994, lot 1480 11818 esc. (47 pounds sterling).
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pHoto 7a & 7b: 1858 January 6th. Envelope from Boston to Fayal, returned to Virginia with a unique(?) 
Fayal datestamp on reverse, dated 30th January 1858. The discovery of this extremely rare Fayal datestamp 
was first published by the owner, Philip Parker, in Portu-Info, the Journal of the International Society for 
Portuguese Philately, in October 1984. Previously the earliest known Horta datestamp was the small dates-
tamp of 1869.

In 1993 Philip Parker decided to auction his collection of Portugal and Colonies postal history through the 
Galeria Filatèlica de Barcelona. The auction took place on 19th October 1993 with the envelope appearing 
as Lot 243, estimated at 1000 dollars. Final auction price was 1200 dollars (778 pound sterling).
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In 1869 the numbers of the three dis-
tricts of the Azores were changed to:

42 for Angra
43 for Horta
44 Ponta Delgada

All the new numeral cancellations 
had 8 bars, two of which are broken.
In addition to the numeral cancel-
lations, correspondence had to be 
postmarked with a small circular date 
stamp, showing the name of the dis-
trict and the date of posting.

The history of the small circular 
datestamp for Horta is not yet fully 
understood, and, unlike Angra and 
Ponta Delgada, is quite rare. There 
are four examples in this collec-
tion dated between 25.10.1869 and 
8.10.1876. The other four later exam-
ples in 1891 were almost certainly 
illegally used for sale to philatelists. 
The four genuine examples were used 
in combination with the numeral can-
cellation “43” (1869 to 1880).
I do not know whether the datestamp 
was ever legally used for cancelling 

pHoto 8: 1864 5th December. Letter on folded paper from Lisbon to Faial, dated 5th December 1864.
Two Portuguese imperforate 25 réis adhesives, cancelled ‘1’ with dots (for Lisbon), and with small round 
datestamp LISBOA 5-12-64. PPS Auction, September 1982, 13 pounds sterling.

sEcoNd postal rEform – 1869



 John Ockenden 353

stamps between 1880 and 1894; I have 
not seen an example, although the 
small datestamps for Angra and Ponta 
Delgada were regularly used for this 
purpose. In the case of Horta it seems 
more likely that only the large oval 
datestamp was used.

Although the year on the small Horta 
datestamp is often illegible, indicat-
ing that it may have been damaged, 
two of those in my collection are 
fairly good – the ones for 23 Decem-
ber 1869 and 12 June 1891.

pHoto 9: 1876 Letter October 8th. Letter on squared folded paper sent from Horta to Lisbon. Azores
adhesive 25 réis. Cancellation ‘43’ for Horta, and small circular datestamp HORTA 8.10.1876. Backs-
tamped with small square arrival datestamp LISBOA 14-10-76. Albuquerque July 1978 5 pounds sterling.

tHE azorEs ovErpriNt

Until the 20th century the Azores were 
always troubled with currency prob-
lems. The islanders were poor, and 
foreign money circulated at different 
rates of exchange. As a result of this 
poverty, an Azores réis (“weak” réis) 

was worth less than a Portuguese 
réis (“strong” réis). Thus we find, 
on a postcard in this collection dated 
19th October 1897, that 700 Azores 
réis were worth only 560 Portuguese 
réis. As a result stamps might be pur-
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chased in the Azores and then resold 
privately in Portugal at a profit. In 
order to prevent this, the Post Office 
decided to overprint all stamps sold 
in the Azores with the word Açores, 
beginning in 1868, and these stamps 
could only be used in the Azores.
This state of affairs lasted until 1931, 
when the overprinting of stamps was 
no longer considered necessary, since 
there were no longer any currency 
difficulties. Since 1931 the Azores 
have used ordinary Portuguese 
stamps without overprint. However, 
any remaining stocks of overprinted 
stamps could still be used, both in the 
Azores and on the mainland, from 
1931 until October 1945.

Between 1868 and 1931 there were 
several different forms of the Azores 
overprint, and the first three are 
shown below:

Overprint A was used mainly from 
1868 to 1873. In this overprint there 
is a fairly distinct gap between the 
letters Ç and O.

Overprint B was used from 1873 to 
1875. The letters a Ç and O are more 
rounded and closer together.

Overprint C was used from 1876 to 
1882. The letters a Ç and O are more 
rectangular in appearance.

pHoto 10a: 1875 Straight label. Perf. 12½. Azores 
overprint B (double). 10 réis yellow. Postmark 43.
Bryne 1987 5 US dollars.

pHoto 10b: 1876 Straight label. Perf. 13½. Azores 
overprint C. 10 réis yellow. Postmark 43. Bryne 
1987 5 US dollars.
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Postal stationery specially printed for 
Portugal was first issued in 1878. In 
1879 it was issued overprinted for 
the Azores (postcards and envelopes 
1879, lettercards 1887). Postal sta-

tionery for the Azores continued to be 
issued until 1924, but special Horta 
stationery was on sale only from 
1892 to 1906.

pHoto 11: 1980 Miniature sheet 115×140 mm Azores issue 6 esc. 50 and 19 esc. 50 showing Azores stamps 
of 1868 issue. The sheet illustrates Pico as seen from Faial in 1868.

azorEs postal statioNEry 1879-1913

oval datE stamp – Horta

The large double-ringed oval date 
stamp for Horta, similar in design to 
those used at other large Portuguese 
post offices, appears to have been 

used between 1880 and 1894.
In 1879/80 the numerical cancella-
tions (“43” for Horta) were abolished, 
and in most places the small circular



356 Boletim do Núcleo Cultural da Horta

date stamp was then used for cancel-
ling the adhesive stamps. In Horta 
this was not the case and only the 

large oval datestamp was used. In 
1894 the modern circular datestamp 
(c.d.s.) came into use.

pHoto 12: 1889 May 14th  Azores postal stationery card 20 réis (1887 issue) H&G 22. Sent from Horta to 
Berlin. Oval postmark CORREIO DA HORTA 14 MAI 89 and circular datestamp LISBOA 22 MAI 89. 
Rigby 1980 16 pounds sterling.

Horta stamps 1892-93 issuE

Carlos came to the throne on the 
death of his father, Luis I, and reigned 
from 1889 until 1908. This was a dif-
ficult period, and financial troubles 
added to the growing unpopularity 
of the monarchy, culminating in the 
assassination of Carlos and his eldest 
son in 1908.
In 1889 stocks of Luis I stamps were 
large, and new stamps with the head 
of Carlos I were not issued until 
1892. The first issue, with the head of 

Carlos engraved by Manuel Diego 
Neto, was unfavourably received, 
and it was replaced in 1897 by stamps 
with a new portrait.
The 1892 stamps were no longer 
overprinted with the word AÇORES, 
because separate printings were made 
with the names of the three districts: 
ANGRA, HORTA and PONTA 
DELGADA.
This first issue of stamps for the 
district of Horta could only be used 
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in the islands of Faial, Pico, Flores 
and Corvo. They were similar to the 
Portuguese Dom Carlos issue but 
with “HORTA” printed instead of 
“CONTINENTE”. The first stamp 
(25 réis) was not put on sale until 1st 
June 1892.
The early printings were in sheets of 
24 stamps, each sheet containing 12 
stamps of Angra and 12 stamps of 
Horta. These sheets were cut in half 

before being sent to the post offices 
in Angra and Horta for sale to the 
public. This cumbersome procedure 
cannot have lasted long, perhaps only 
two or three months. These early 
stamps are extremely difficult to find.
Later printings were in sheets of 28 
stamps of Horta only. The whole 
issue was replaced by a new issue of 
D.Carlos stamps in 1897, so that the 
1892/3 issue is comparatively rare.

pHoto 13: 1892-1893 Issue Horta Stamps A sheet of 5 Reis stamps obtained at auction from Paulo Dias 
at Lisbon (Lot 1326) in 1995 for 8500 escudos (43 pounds sterling).
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No Horta stamps for 2½ réis, the spe-
cial rate for newspapers and other 
printed matter, were printed for the 
1892/3 issue. Portuguese stamps for 
2½ réis, printed JORNAES (“News-
papers”) and overprinted AÇORES, 
were used instead.
On one occasion 5 réis Horta stamps 
were bisected officially for Faial, and 
this was from 5th to 12th August 1894. 
The following note appeared in the 
Horta weekly paper “O Fayalense” 
(translated): “The stamps of 2½ réis 
being exhausted in this town, the 
Director of Posts has been authorized 
by telegraph to make use of the 5 réis 
stamps, dividing them into two parts 
and giving each part the value of 2½ 

réis.” The ship bringing 24,000 new 
2½ réis left Lisbon on 4th August and 
arrived at Horta on the evening of 12th 
August. No stamps were officially 
bisected after 12th August, though one 
example is known postmarked 20th 
August. The stamp in this collection 
postmarked 31st October 1894 is 
clearly a freak.
There may also have been a shortage 
of the 2½ c. Azores stamps at Horta in 
October and December 1917, but it is 
not known whether any 5 c. stamps 
were bisected officially. In addition, 
diagonal bisects are known of 8 c. 
green and 8 c. orange used at Horta in 
1927 and 1930.

1894 bisEctEd stamps

pHoto 14: Normal 2½ newspaper stamp, postmarked HORTA 28 JAN 86 and two bisected examples with 
large oval postmarks dated 5 AGO 94.

Horta postal statioNEry 1882-1906

Between 1892 and 1906 special 
postal stationery (postcards, letter-
cards and envelopes) were printed 
for the district of Horta. The standard 

catalogue is still that published by 
Higgins & Gage, The Postal Station-
ery of Portugal, Passadena, Califor-
nia, 1969 (H&G).
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In 1894 the Portuguese Post Office 
decided to issue a special Postal 
stationery card to celebrate the 
5th centenary of the birth of the 
Infante D. Henrique. Prince Henry 
(1394-1460) was one of the sons of 
King Joāo I of Portugal, and he was 
responsible for several voyages of 
discovery by Portuguese sailors.

The design shows Prince Henry 
standing on a map of Portugal, his 
right foot pointing to Sagres, where 
he lived. The design includes his 
coat of arms and his motto, “Talent 
de bien faire”. The card was put on 
sale in the Azores on 19th February 
1894. It was not financially success-
ful, and the cards which remained 
unsold were burnt in 1897.

pHoto 15: 1894 14th December. Azores postal stationery card, Prince Henry the Navigator issue (1894). 
Azores 10 réis brown violet on buff, H&G24. 141×95 mm. Sent by post from Faial to Lisbon, with circular 
datestamp HORTA 17.DEZ.94. About sample of goods. Albuquerque 1981, 6 pounds sterling.

Although the special issue of postal 
stationery cards for the Prince Henry 
centenary was not successful, the 
Portuguese Post Office decided to 
produce a special issue of cards to 
commemorate the 7th centenary of St. 
Anthony of Padua in 1895. The card, 

showing St. Anthony preaching to the 
fishes, was put on sale in the Azores 
from 13th June to 30th June 1895.
The issue was a financial disaster, 
300,000 cards were printed for the 
Azores, but only 3624 were sold. The 
rest were burnt in October 1895.
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The 1892-93 issue of Horta stamps 
was replaced on 1st January 1897 by a 
new issue of 14 stamps designed and 
engraved by Eugène Mouchon, simi-
lar to the 1885 issue of Portuguese 
stamps, but with the word Horta 
below the king’s bust. Horta and 
the value were added after the initial 
printing: they were printed in black, 
except for the 500 réis stamps which 
were printed in red. The new issue 
was made in sheets of 28 stamps, and 
were all perforated 11½.

Further stamps of the same type were 
issued in 1898, 1899 and 1905.
At the Fifth International Postal Con-
ference (UPU) in 1897, new values 
were agreed for overseas postage. As 
a result, letters to UPU countries cost 
65 réis per 15 grams: registration 
cost an additional 60 réis, making a 
total of 115 réis; letters to non-UPU 
countries cost 130 réis per 15 grams; 
registration cost an additional 50 réis, 
making a total of 180 réis. New Horta 
stamps for 65, 115, 130 and 180 réis

pHoto 16: 1895 Azores postal stationery card, St. Anthony issue (1895), 10 réis brown violet on buff. 
H&G25. 142×95 mm. Unused. Rigby 1978 25p sterling.

Horta stamps 1897-1905
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pHoto 17: 1897 issue 15 réis chocolate. Perforated 11½. A rare complete sheet of the issue, but torn into 
two parts (8 and 20 stamps).These were withdrawn 1st January 1899 when the colour was changed to green.
Purchased from Adirondack Stamps, Florida, May 1994 for 92 dollars (61 pounds sterling)
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stamps were therefore issued on 1st 
July 1898, and at the same time the 
150 réis stamp was withdrawn.
At the same conference it was agreed 
that within the UPU the stamps for 
overseas printed matter should be 
green, for overseas postcards should 
be red and for overseas letters should 
be blue. On 1st January 1899 the 15 
réis Horta stamp was changed from 
chocolate to green, and the 25 réis 

stamp from blue-green to carmine; 
the 50 réis blue remained unchanged.
On 1st May 1905 postage rates were 
reduced and in June 1905 the 50 réis 
blue was changed from blue to ultra-
marine, and the 75 réis from rose to 
brown.
No postage stamps specially printed 
for Horta have been issued since 
1905.

pHoto 18: 1900 April 8th Registered envelope sent to Germany from Horta, c.d.s. Horta 8 ABR 00 on 2½, 
5, 10, 15 and 150 réis, all 1897 issue. Backstamped LISBOA CENTRAL 14.4.00 and BADEN BADEN 
17.4.00. Also Portuguese registration label postmarked HORTA 8 ABR 00. Joseph Albert, Wayne N.J. 1984 
95 US dollars.
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Complete list of Horta stamps 1897-1905

 grey Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 2½r. 
 orange Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 5r.
 pale green Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 10r.
 chocolate Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1.1.1899 15r.
 green Issued 1.1.1899 Withdrawn 31.3.1905 15r.
 deep lilac Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 20r.
 blue green Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1.1.1899 25r.
 carmine Issued 1.1.1899 Withdrawn 1906 25r.
 blue Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn July 1905 50r.
 ultramarine Issued 21.7.1905 Withdrawn 1906 50r.
 steel-blue Issued 1.7.1898 Withdrawn 31.3.1905 65r.
 rose Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn July 1905 75r.
 brown Issued 21.7.1905 Withdrawn 1906 75r.
 mauve Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 31.3.1905 80r.
 blue Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 100r.
 brown-red Issued 1.7.1898 Withdrawn 31.3.1905 115r.
 sepia Issued 1.7.1898 Withdrawn 31.3.1905 130r.
 purple-brown Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1.5.1898 150r.
 slate Issued 1.7.1898 Withdrawn 31.3.1905 180r.
 purple Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 200r.
 blue Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 300r.
 black Issued 1.1.1897 Withdrawn 1906 500r.

Horta stamp rEpriNts 1900

In 1900 a small number of the D. Car-
los Horta stamps (Mouchon issue) 
were reprinted and put on sale.
Apparently they were issued for col-
lectors, since none of them have been 
found cancelled by the Post Office. 
They are all perforated 11½. They 
are rare and there are none in this col-
lection.

The following are known to exist:

  5 réis orange

 50 réis blue (or ultramarine)

150 réis purple-brown

200 réis purple

300 réis blue
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By a decree dated July 1905 the 
stamps for Angra, Horta and Ponta 
Delgada were replaced in 1906 by 
stamps of a similar design, but with 
the words AÇORES and the letters 
A H and PD (for Angra, Horta and 
Ponta Delgada) in the three corners.
The new stamps were issued in 1906 
and continued in circulation until 31st 
October 1910. No postage stamps 
specifically for Horta were issued 
after 1905 – hence their scarcity.

pHoto 19: 1906 issue of Azores stamp with Horta 
postmark 1908.

azorEs stamps – 1906-1910

pHoto 20: Picture postcard 20th February 1906 (damaged edge and corners) showing the Submarine 
Cable Station at Fayal. Sent from Madelena via Horta to King City, Missouri. 10 réis Horta adhesive with 
c.d.s. MAGDALENA 20.FEV.06 and two 5 réis Horta adhesives with c.d.s. HORTA 20.FEV.06 (date slug 
inverted). Message in English: Your postal card received I thank you, Compliments Menenjes(?). Joe Albert 
1993 70 dollars.
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The first Atlantic submarine cable to 
Horta was laid in 1893, and the Deut-Deut-
sche-Atlantische Telegraphengesell-
schaft opened its station in Horta in 
1900. It is not known whether Otto 
Schröder was the first manager, but 
he was in Horta by 1904. In 1909 he 
described himself as Director of the 
station. By 1912 he was also German 
Vice-Consul in Fayal.

Schröder had at least two German 
assistants in Horta, Paul Jaap and Otto 
Steinmetz. Several cards from Jaap 
are in this collection. During the First 
World War the German employees of 
the cable company were interned in 
the neighbouring island of Terceira, 
but, as Schröder was also Vice-Con-

sul and had diplomatic immunity, he 
may have been allowed to return to 
Germany.
From the postcards in this collection 
it is clear that Schröder and his assist-
ants spent part of their time trading 
in postage stamps, especially stamps 
of the Azores. Presumably Schröder 
was fond of Horta, because he was 
still there in 1939 (first day cover 
from Horta to Brussels, 21st May 
1939). What happened to him eventu-
ally is a mystery.
A full account of the Atlantic cable 
companies in Horta will be found in: 
Francis M. Rogers, Atlantic Islanders 
of the Azores and Madeiras, Christo-
pher Publishing House, Massachu-
setts, 1979, pp 175-190.

gErmaN atlaNtic cablE compaNy – otto scHrodEr aNd paul jaap

1910 KiNg maNuEl ii

Carlos was assassinated with his eld-
est son Luis Filipe on 1st February 
1908, and his younger son Manuel 
became King at the age of 19. How-
ever the political situation steadily 
deteriorated and Manuel was driven 
into exile on 5th October 1910 and 
a Republic established. The Post 
Office had large stocks of Carlos 
stamps and was in no hurry to issue 
stamps for Manuel. Eventually the 
new stamps with Manuel’s portrait, 
designed by Domingos Alves do 

Rego, were issued in Portugal on 1st 
January 1910, but they do not appear 
to have been issued with the inscrip-
tion “AÇORES” until 1st April.
The stamps were amongst the finest 
ever produced by the Portuguese Post 
Office. From 1st November 1910, 
following the expulsion of Manuel, 
all the new stamps were overprinted 
REPUBLICA, but the Post Office 
continued to sell existing stocks of 
unoverprinted stamps to the public 
until 30th March 1913. Even after 
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this date stamps were sold to collec-
tors, and the sale did not end until 

May 1929, when remaining stocks 
were destroyed.

pHoto 21: Azores postal stationery card April 12th 1910, 20 réis (1908 issue, H&G 33). Sent to Berlin from 
Horta by Paul Jaap. c.d.s. HORTA 13.ABR.10 and LISBOA 27.4.10. Rigby 1980 7 pounds sterling.

Translation (from German)

To: Herr Ernst Waske
Postage Stamp Dealer
Berlin, Germany
Casa allemā (German House)  Horta, Azores 12.4.10

Herr Ernst Waske,
Since 1st April the new postage stamps with the portrait of King Manuel have been issued. In case you also 
want the 1906 issue, I am ready to supply these at 10% commission on the nominal value. 1000 réis equal 
4.15 marks.
Yours truly
Paul Jaap

Note: the postage for a postcard to Germany was 20 réis so the 2½ réis stamp was affixed simply as a sam-
ple of the new stamps.
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The republican government, estab-
lished in 1910, decided to change the 
currency system which had been in 
force since 1835. Until 1912 the unit 
of currency was the Milréis (1000 
réis), approximately equivalent to 
4 shillings sterling. The new unit of 
currency was the Escudo, divided into 
100 centavos. An Escudo was equal 
to a Milréis, so that the general public 
was not greatly inconvenienced.
A new series of stamps, depicting the 
goddess Ceres with a sickle, replaced 
the stamps with the king’s head. The 
design was by Constantino Fernan-

des, and the engraver was Jose 
Sergio de Carvalho e Silva. They were 
issued from ¼ centavo to 1 escudo 
in the course of 1912. The series of 
Ceres stamps became well known to 
philatelists, since they remained in 
use until 1945. Those printed for the 
Azores were overprinted AÇORES 
until 1931.
After the 1914/18 war the paper and 
printing became steadily worse, and 
in 1930 a new version, engraved by 
Eugenio Carlo Alberto Meronti, was 
made by the English firm, Thomas de 
la Rue.

currENcy cHaNgEs 1912 aNd tHE azorEs ‘cErEs’ stamps

pHoto 22a: 1920 issue overprinted AÇORES, post marked Horta 19th June 1922.
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Owing to inflation, postage rates 
increased steeply after the First World 

War. The following are the principal 
rates, in centavos:

postagE ratEs 1912-1924

To the Azores and Portugal

  Printed matter Postcards Letters
1912  1 July ½ 1 2½
1918 10 March ½ 2 3½
1919 13 June 1 2 4
1921  1 January 3 6 10
1924 11 February 15 25 40

Overseas

1912  1 Jul 1 2 5
1917 15 September 1½ 3 7½
1921  1 April 12 36 60
1921  1 November 8 24 40
1923  8 January 20 60 100
1924  1 January 32 96 160

pHoto 22b: 1913 issue overprinted AÇORES,post marked Horta.
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The first regular Air Mail service 
between New York and Europe was 
inaugurated by Pan-American Air-
ways, New York/Horta/Lisbon/Mar-
seille, on 20th May 1939. The service 
was by seaplanes, which were thought 
to be safer over the Atlantic. Horta 
was selected for the midway stop, 
because of its excellent harbour. On 

the outbreak of war (September 1939) 
the European terminus was changed 
from Marseille to Lisbon. The service 
declined after 1942 and came to an 
end on 20th November 1945.

On the first flight the plane was a 
Boeing 314 ‘Yankee Clipper’, piloted 
by Captain A.E. La Porte.

airmail Horta/usa 1939

pHoto 23: 21st May 1939 First Day cover from Horta to Lisbon, with special air mail cachet. c.d.s. HORTA 
21.MAI.39. Backstamped LISBOA-CENTRAL 21.5.39 23H and LISBOA NORTE 2.A SECÇĀO 22.5.39. 
Autographed by the pilot, Capt. A.E. La Porte. I.S.S.P.P. auction, November 1988 part of Lot 90 approx. 
3 US dollars.

world war ii 1939-1945

The Portuguese government remain-
ed neutral during the Second World 
War. At first its sympathies were with 
Germany, since the dictatorship in 

Portugal under Salazar was in many 
respects similar to the regimes in 
Germany and Italy. Later in the war, 
after the United States had entered on 
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the side of the allies, Portugal became 
increasingly sympathetic towards 
Britain.
The Azores complicated matters for 
Portugal, since they could no longer 
be defended, and in 1943 it was 
agreed that the United States could 

build an air base on Santa Maria 
island, and the harbour at Horta was 
occupied by allied shipping.
In 1941 the Portuguese sent an expe-
ditionary force to the Azores, and all 
mail was liable to censorship.

pHoto 24: 1944 July Envelope sent from Horta to Lisbon. c.d.s. HORTA (date illegible). Two mauve
censor stamps; Large oval C.M.P.T. C.S.CENSURADO, and small circular M.G. C.M.P.T (Censura Militar 
Postal e Telegrafica) P1 (Number of Censor) Backstamped c.d.s. LISBOA CENTRAL 30.7.44. Sealed with 
strip ‘Aberto pela Censura Militar, FAIAL. Albuquerque 1979 6 pounds sterling.




